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Gentrification- Transforming The Indian Cities
Debdip Bhattacharjee*

Abstract : For the context of present day chain of development 'Gentrification' is one of the
most focused issues. Here in this article an attempt has been made to discuss the processes,
forms or classification and impacts of gentrification with special emphasis on Indian cities. A
special focus has been given to the present conditions of heritage buildings of Kolkata. After a
detailed investigation the author has shown ways to sustain in the coming future, e.g. either we
should go with our heritage culture or avoid to get rid to fulfill our modern needs. Choice is
open for a short span of time. This analysis is based on the evaluation of past literatures
amalgamating with present day lay outs.

Key words: New Built Gentrification, Heritage building, Financification.

Introduction

For recent decades, major urban focuses and progressively well-off rural region
have been experiencing huge changes in a period of remarkable luxuriousness and
innovative advancements. This procedure has not just spread up over the span of
the twenty-first century, with rising urban recovery and property proprietors
exploiting the unquenchable interest for lodging from the recipients of the mechanical
blast. In developed nations, these circumstances were handled by annihilating the
whole city and finish crisp advancement as ‘Urban Renewal’. Maybe a couple of
these urban communities in created nations were influenced by wars, characteristic
or man-made disasters. Those urban areas likewise experienced such crisp
advancement. E.g. more prominent London was completely restored after the Great
Fire of London in 1666, the twin quakes that struck in Nepal on April 26 and May
12, 2015 caused around 9,000 passings, and around a large portion of a million
families in the focal district of the nation lost their homes. And additionally houses,
many Kathmandu’s legacy structures were annihilated, including the notable
Dharahara tower. Now a day, gradually however relentlessly Kathmandu is
conquering the serious misfortune and turning into a recovered town. The
connections among lodging and class battle turned into a long haul inquire about
intrigue, and worries about the quickening recovery of Victorian cabin house, tenurial
change from leasing to owning, property cost increments, and the uprooting of
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regular workers involves by white collar class pay drove its coin the expression
“gentrification”. A word around which class battles and urban social developments
could assemble and pick up perceivability of political force exists.

Concept of Gentrification: A Literature Based review

English humanist Ruth Glass was the primary who authored the expression
“gentrification” in 1964 to portray the deluge of white collar class individuals
dislodging lower-class labourer occupants in urban neighbourhood. Columbia
Electronic Encyclopedia expresses the base of gentrification from the word ‘gentry’
taken from the Old French word gentrise, signifies “of gentle birth” and “people of
gentle birth”. According to The Oxford Dictionary of Etymology (1966), in England,
the word indicates its significance of gentle man.

Following the case that gentrification was a natural piece of something much
bigger than private restoration, Smith and Williams (1986) offered per users an
“invitation to a discussion,” or all the more precisely a lot of discussions, that went
through the pages of the book. They set out five related subjects that possessed
the systematic consideration of the book’s contributing writers, where contrasts of
assessment were clear. Three specifically have come to command the following
writing: 1. Generation side versus utilization side clarifications. 2. Is there “another
white collar class” and what is its job? 3. What are the expenses of improvement
today and later on? There can be two types of gentrification e.g.

Gentrification as an after effect of Capital Development

As per Smith, N. (1986) gentrification is the aftereffect of capital development.
Lease hole is key factor for improvement which implies the uniqueness between
the potential ground lease and genuine ground lease promoted under the present
land use. It occurs when the hole is sufficiently wide that designers can buy the
land inexpensively, can pay for development, restoration, can pay intrigue or home
loan and development credits and after that move the final result at a deal cost
that leaves agreeable come back to engineers.

Gentrification as an Outcome of Real Changes

In actuality Ley, D. (1986) and Hamnett, C. (1991) said that gentrification is an
outcome of real changes in the mechanical and word related bringing about the
growth of white collar class experts. This prompted extension of the working class
experts or ‘social new class’ who liked to live in the city than rural areas. As per
them it is a result of interest for areas in the downtown areas and for open and
social offices that will be offered to gentrifires. It relies upon usage intensity of
new white collar class to move different clients from the urban territories.

Research Gaps
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This on-going discussion reveals that the understanding of ‘Gentrification’
concepts needs to be elaborated. Types and processes of gentrification are to be
explained. Previous researches have shown the way of classification following
various perspectives. What we need here to explain the same addressing examples
from Indian consequences.

Objectives

This paper will focus to explain the classifications and processes giving
examples from Indian consequences. Both positive and negative effects of
gentrification have also been dug out. The paper would be depicting some of the
natural examples of regeneration and reconstruction e.g. gentrification from one of
the oldest heritage city of India e.g. Kolkata.

Methodology

Following discussion of this paper is basically based on literature based
reviews of previous research. The methodological flow chart reveals the total
pathways of this paper (Figure 1).

Figure 1 Methodological flow chart
Source: Prepared by the author

Types of Gentrification
With the passage of time there are various forms and types of Gentrification

concept has been evolved. Arrangement of such ideas are agglomerated and stated
in table number 1.



NO. 2 GENTRIFICATION- TRANSFORMING THE INDIAN CITIES 183

Table 1 Types of Gentrification: A literature review based classification

Forms of Definitions Examples Main
Gentrification authors

Classical Movement of capital from British inner cities Glass (1964),
Gentrification suburbs to city centre leading to of 1960s, 1970s Smith (1979,

redevelopment of the area into and 1980s; Delhi’s 1987, 1996)
new commercial and residential Old city of today
development resulting in and most recently
displacement of the poor by Bhindi Bazar of
incoming upper middle class Mumbai, etc.
people from suburbs changing
the social character of the area.

Rural “The term refers to the Recent colonization Parsons
Gentrification gentrification of rural areas, and through the Special (1980);
or it studies the link between new Economic Zones, Smith and
Greentification middle class settlement, and colonization of Phillips,

socioeconomic and cultural the rural land by 2001)
transformations of the rural large private builders
landscape, and the subsequent after early 1980s
displacement and marginalization around Delhi and
of low income groups”. other metropolitan

areas

New-build “… as real estate developers High end designer Zukin
gentrification woke up to the opportunity of houses and (1990)

offering a ‘product based on condominiums
place’, notions of gentrification
expanded to include a varied
range of building forms, some
of which were newly constructed
townhouses and condominiums.
Such buildings are obviously at
odds with the classic
gentrification notion of a
rehabilitated ‘old’ property”.

Super “Here we find a further level of City of London Lees (2000,
gentrification gentrification which is and Wall Street 2003); Butler
or superimposed on an already and Lees
Financification gentrified eighbourhood, one that 2006)

involves a higher financial or
economic investment in the
eighbourhood than previous
waves of gentrification and
requires a qualitatively different
level of economic resource”.
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Studentification “Studentification refers to the Many higher Darren Smith
process of social, environmental, education cities (2002) (D.
and economic change effected by and towns in Smith 2005)
large numbers of students India as well as D. Smith and
invading particular areas of the throughout the Halt (2007)
cities and towns in which popular world.
universities are located”.
“Studentification is framed as a
‘gentrification factory’ in that
studentifiers ‘represent a potential
grouping of future gentrifiers’ or
‘apprentice gentrifiers’”.

Commercial ‘Commercial gentrification’ refers When commercial Zukin (1990);
gentrification to the gentrification of commercial spaces get gentrified Ley (1996);

premises or commercial streets or in order to serve
areas; it has also been called individual preferences
‘boutiqueification’ or ‘retail of the gentrifiers like
gentrification’. designer clothes,

craft shops, etc.

Tourism Tourism gentrification is defined Coastal cities and Gotham
gentrification “as the transformation of a towns worldwide (2005)

neighbourhood into a relatively experience this kind
affluent and exclusive enclave in of gentrification,
which corporate entertainment and is also known
and tourism venues have as coastal
proliferated”. gentrification.

Global urban Global urban gentrification “is a Most global cities Neil Smith
gentrification ‘global urban strategy’ that is in the world (2002);

‘densely connected into the including Mumbai Atkinson and
circuits of global capital and in India Bridge (2005)
cultural circulation’”.

Provincial “… the process of Provincial cities Dutton (2003,
gentrification gentrification in provincial cities and towns 2005); Gary

came after gentrification emerged Bridge (2003)
in London, and that the process
in London cascaded down to
smaller cities throughout Britain.
London in this sense is an
incubator for gentrification”.

Source: Lees, Slater and Wyly (2008: 129-133)

Table 1 contd...

Forms of Definitions Examples Main
Gentrification authors
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Processes of Gentrification

Round off the above dialogs it might be said that urban gentrification can be
taken places in three separate ways and every one of them includes its uniqueness
inside its own places and making impacts over society differentially however
principle centre continues as before.

Gentrification of Perceptual Behaviour

Urbanicity alludes to the scale at which a region is urban. Then again
urbanization is a dynamic procedure which is named to clarify the adjustment in a
similar region. Urban change is fundamentally related with the perceptual sentiments
of the inhabitants. Change prompts change of psyche as well. Individuals, who are
encountering a moderate unfaltering difference in their encompassing condition with
the progression of time, will most likely be entranced. Along these lines, the lifestyle
i.e. urbanism of an urban stage is remaining constantly powerful in nature.

Gentrification of Materialistic Assets

Urban territory is loaded with material assets. A large portion of them are
connected with a few mental variables. Maybe a couple of them help to help our
economy. Be that as it may, every one of them is a piece of our general public. In
this manner, notwithstanding of change individuals endeavour to recover the
equivalent materialistic assets yet betterly of age. Organizers do understand the
change when they do arrive use arrive use arrive cover transformation of a similar
town between two separate decades.

Gentrification of Materialistic Reproduction or Redevelopment

With the headway of present day perceptual emotions inhabitants need to
recreate their environment. Squatter zones, crushed as well as weakened urban mass
in the city require redevelopment-put together urban change that concentrations
with respect to urban overhauling and financial rebuilding. Subsequently, it centers
on an urban renaissance and additionally recharging, rejuvenation, restoration and
versatile reuse as strategies for its procedure. It creates plans, projects and
arrangement based systems by open and private organization models for delivering
worldwide techniques in arranging hypothesis.

Urban gentrifications are connected with arranging framework as well as related
with native’s discernment. It depends how they feel about their general public. Add
up to change must be occurred if inhabitants are prepared to acknowledge the
changes.

Gentrification: Positive or Negative?

Comparing and contrasting arguments by various scholars gentrification prove
to be both positive and negative neighbourhood process, based on its varying
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dimensions. The two main discourses that dominate the gentrification literature to
what Lees (2000) calls the ‘emancipatory city thesis’ versus the ‘revanchist city
thesis’-for these discourses play off of the positive and negative aspects of
gentrification respectively. There is a temporal dimension to all of this, for arguably
pioneer gentrification ideologically and practically has more positive aspects
associated with it than later waves of gentrification. For example, pioneer gentrifies
desired social mixing Butler and Lees (2006). Whereas, second and especially third
wave gentrifies are much more individualistic. However, arguably it is pioneer
gentrifies who initiate processes of displacement, even if this is not a deliberate
behaviour. Loretta Lees, Tom Slater, and Elvin Wily stated positive and negative
impacts of Gentrification in the Gentrification Readers, as follows (Table 2).

Table 2: The positives and Negatives of Gentrification

Positive Negative

 Stabilization of declining areas  Displacement through rent/price increases
 Increased property values  Secondary psychological costs of displacement
 Reduced vacancy rates  Community resentment and conflict
 Increased local fiscal revenues  Loss of affordable housing
 Encouragement and increased  Unsustainable speculative property price

viability increases
 Reduction of suburban sprawl  Homelessness
 Increased social mix  Greater take of local spending through

lobbying/articulacy
 Rehabilitation of property both  Commercial/industrial displacement of further

development
 Increased cost and changes to local services
 Displacement and housing demand pressures

on surrounding poor areas
 Loss of social diversity (from socially

disparate to rich ghettos)
 Under occupancy and population loss with

and without state sponsorship to gentrified
areas

Source: Atkinson and Bridge (2005)

Gentrification in India

India’s urban transformation is continuing on its peri-urban borders through a
great many little land exchanges. Here, arrive aggregators “utilize a blend of appeal
and savagery to persuade ranchers to move singular packages of land” (Subramania
2011), which is then amassed and distanced to designers, prepared with engineering
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designs and limited time materials for tremendous private townships. Presently,
Gentrification is going on a more scale in Shanghai or Mumbai than in the more
seasoned post-industrializing urban communities of Europe, North America and
Oceania. In view of the arrangement proposed by various researchers with respect
to Gentrification following typology can be created.

Classical Gentrification

This explains the redevelopment in the form of demolishing individual buildings
or groups of buildings. These plots are being redeveloped into high end commercial
or residential spaces. Numbers of transformation like this can be found in Mumbai
city in India.  Here on this matter good example can be traced out through Kolkata
where conservationists are angered over the partial demolition of a house with a
history. Very recently near in Kalighat, Kolkata a heritage building found started to
be demolished on October 12, 2018 when courts were on Puja vacation (Times of
India [TOI], Oct 22, 2018). The youngest heir of the family has now alleged that a
developer, to whom other family members illegally sold off their portions, embarked
on the demolition although he had won a case at a lower court for retaining the
house that was willed to the family in perpetuity.

Commercial Gentrification

It happens totally with commercial purpose from low end to high end
development to fulfil the business intensions. That is again can be found at the
junction of Middleton Street and Russell Street in Kolkata where a demolition brigade
hammered down the terrace of a heritage hotel in the heart of the city to clear the
site for the construction of a 35 storeyed residential tower. The demolition has drawn
criticism from conservation activists and architects (Times of India [TOI], Mar 1,
2018) such examples are very common right now in other metro cities of India.

Recreational Gentrification

Good example of slum transformation can be found in Ahmedabad. Where
removal of slum along Sabarmati river and conversion of riverfront into recreational
areas has been done. Recently redevelopment of Dharavi slum in Mumbai remark
the path so clinically. The new plan to redevelop Dharavi increases that density to
inhumane proportions. Although the tower-block buildings offer amenities such as
toilets, they also threaten to destroy the fabric of a community in which homes,
roofs and outdoor spaces transform into places of work and social interaction –
the only way many of the micro-enterprises can operate ( https://
www.theguardian.com ).

Rural Gentrification

Rural Gentrification can be assigned in rustic Bolpur zone in Birbhum district
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of West Bengal. This region is known for Rabindranath Tagore and Visva-bharati
University. It is wealthy in social legacy, crafted works and for its rustic excellence.
Over the timeframe, provincial Bolpur has pulled in visitors as well as has step by
step molded for the tip top Bengali people group. Slow land getting for lavish living
arrangements, condos, resorts, lodgings/visitor houses, estates, butiks, eateries and
so on has expanded. It causes distance of locals (clans and low position individuals)
of the district on the best and one can apparent truant landlordism, void lavish
houses, and lofts, rising area esteems that changes the spatial and in addition social
and financial texture of the district (Barman 2018).

New Built Gentrification

Generally along the periphery region of metro cities such kinds of gentrification
can be visited. Development of New Town in Kolkata surrounding area is a ground
breaking example of this type of gentrification (Kumar 2014).

Gentrification of Urban villages

Magarpatta city, Amanora city in Pune and Tanaji Malsuare city in Mumbai
are some of the excellent examples of gentrification in urban villages in India. It is
characterised by high end residential development of bunglows and apartments in
the urban villages of metro city which are not so far from CBD area (Kumar 2014).

The future of Gentrification in Kolkata

One fascinating reality about individuals from Kolkata nowadays is that they
appear to be all over the place. Bengalis are not simply relentless sightseers; over
the most recent three decades, we realize they’ve turned out to be impulsive
transients. One’s first, unsurprising contemplated Bengali relocation is that it focuses
to the disappointment of West Bengal and Kolkata.

‘Legacy’ is a simple break from drawing in with the identity of lived spaces,
every single one of which contends for its reality all alone terms, and looks to the
future, instead of the past. It’s a blend of numbness, ineptitude, and momentary
dishonesty that enables us to manage their obliteration. Indeed, even as far as land
esteem, we’re crushing potential legacy destinations, as well as what might, in time,
definitely come to be the city’s most looked for after structures.

There are three courses Kolkata can take in such manner. It can go not far off
European urban areas have taken, of permitting advancement, however not at the
expense of the compositional, lived extravagance of urban history. The other way
is Hong Kong and Kuala Lumpur’s to crush lived spaces, and substitute them with
idealistic roads and shopping centers. In which case, we would need to reconstruct
a social life once more. The third course, and the one which we’re well on the way
to take, is Pune’s; to allow the deplorability of an irreversible change to happen



NO. 2 GENTRIFICATION- TRANSFORMING THE INDIAN CITIES 189

without seeing it; to flawlessly turn into an on-going, swarmed suburb; to be
unconscious of any inconsistency. The decision is our own, yet just for an additional
few years at most.
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